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  Facts About Pasadena  
 • Pasadena is a coastal City. 

 

• ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ Ŧƭŀǘ 
 

• /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мрлΣллл 
 

•  Demographics: 62% Hispanic,  

     32% White, 6% others. 
 

•  More than 70% of population is low to 
moderate income. 
 

• The City holds a MS4 Permit from TCEQ to run 
separate storm and sewer systems. 

 



  More Facts About Pasadena  
 

• City is divided into 8 major 
watersheds with  the bayous 
traversing to either Galveston 
Bay in the South or to the 
Houston Ship Channel on  the 
North. 

 

 

• HCFCD owns and operates 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ a{пΦ 

 



• Permit from TCEQ to run the sewer and sanitary 
conduits in different system. 

• Sanitary water goes from homes and businesses to 
the system and then to treatment plant 

• Storm water goes from streets, parking lots and 
other surfaces to storm drains, pipes, waterways 
ŀƴŘΧ DŀƭǾŜǎǘƻƴ .ŀȅΦ 

• Biggest fallacy to overcome: The industry are the 
big polluters 

• The reality:  Individuals collectively are the big  
offenders 

 

  

 

MS4: Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 



• Have a SW Management Program and an 
annual report 

• Having and enforcing regulations 

• Inspecting construction, industrial and 
commercial  activities 

• Monitoring the 121 miles of open channel 

• Inspecting the 160 existing Detention 
basins  

• Monitoring the 541 existing outfalls in the 
City 

• Monitoring sanitary sewers for any broken 
lines or infiltrations 

 

 

Some of the activities required by the permit: 



• Checking storm water quality collecting grab and 
composite sampling at four sites during three seasons 

• Investigating Illegal Dumping 

• Promoting community participation  

• Promoting water protection and conservation 

• Preventing Pollution 

• Outreaching over 150.000 people from different 
backgrounds 

• Mapping all data  

• Keep records of all Notices of Intent  (NOI)  

for Stormwater Discharges Associated with: 

 - Construction Activity under TPDES General Permit 

 - Industrial Activity under TPDES General Permit 

 

 

More activities required by the permit: 



MS4 Activities help the environment and 
the community, but how it affects the CRS 

rating? 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

CRS in the City of Pasadena: 
CRS: Community Rating System 
NFIP: National Flood Insurance Program 
Pasadena Rate: 7 
100 Y Floodplain discount:  
500 Y Floodplain discount: 5% 
 
 
 
  
 

Trash Bash: Once a year thousands of 
volunteers gather along the Texas waterways 
to do their part in cleaning up the 
environment. 
March 23rd ς Bay Area Park  

       Maintaining, Monitoring, Educating, Participating! 

 
  
  

Improvement 
Outreach 
Involvement 
Etc. 

 
  
 

Activities in the CRS: 
MS4 

Protection 
Monitor 
Inspections 
Maintenance 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Rating System: How are Flood Insurance 
Premium Discounts Calculated? 
 

The CRS classes for local communities are based on 18 creditable activities,  
organized under four categories: 
- Public Information, 
- Mapping and Regulations, 
- Flood Damage Reduction, and 
- Flood Preparedness.  



How can YOU help the MS4 Permit 
and the CRS Program? 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

-  Public Information: 
Help us to distribute MS4 and CRS messages in 
your Newsletter or during your events, 
participate on volunteer environmental 
programs. 
-  Adopt A Waterway, Bayou, Trail or Park 
Volunteer for the environment! 
-  Follow Regulations:  
Follow environmental regulations.  
Building? Get permits! Follow BMPs in your 
business and every day activities.  
-  Be ready for the Flood  
Floodproof your home. Only storm water down 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŘǊŀƛƴΦ ¢ǳǊƴ !ǊƻǳƴŘΣ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5ǊƻǿƴΦ 
Be prepared, have an emergency kit. 
Know the emergency routes. 
Get flood Insurance. 
 



Questions? 
 

Luz Locke 
llocke@ci.pasadena.tx.us 

 


